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BY TERRILYN HO
NEWS EDITOR
BISHOP CUMMINS, pictured right, was the eighth recipient of the Montini Fellowship. (Courtesy of College Communications) 
Prior to the bestowal of the Montini 
Fellowship on Bishop John S. Cummins, 
an inter-religious prayer service was 
celebrated on Monday, March 13, at 5:00 
p.m., commencing in the Saint Mary’s 
Chapel.
On Tuesday, March 14, The Cummins 
Institute bestowed Bishop John S. Cum-
mins with the Montini Fellowship. As the 
eighth Montini Fellow, Bishop John S. 
Cummins was recognized for his contri-
butions to the Catholic Church and the 
Saint Mary’s community. 
A few of his most recognizable achieve-
ments include being named the second 
Bishop of Oakland in 1977 and was chair-
man of the Catholic Legal Immigration 
Network, Inc. from 1995 to 1997, where 
he served as a delegate to several synods 
in Rome. 
Following the bestowal of the Montini 
Fellowship to Bishop Cummins there 
was a lecture by Professor Mehnaz M. 
Afridi of Manhattan College, a Lasal-
lian school in New York. The title of the 
lecture was “The Renewal of Catholic-
Muslim Relations in a Challenging Era.”
In light of the recent travel ban rulings 
supported by the Trump administra-
tion, Professor Afridi wished to unite 
Christians and Muslims, contending, 
“The world would be a sad place to live 
without interfaith dialogue. It’s not an 
easy political situation—this is not about 
divisiveness, it’s about community, rela-
tionships, and understanding.” 
First, Afridi started this talk by list-
ing the five core values that Lasallians 
hold, which include: Respect for all 
people, quality education, an inclusive 
community, concern for the poor and 
social justice, and faith in the presence 
of God. She related these values to an 
anecdote about how many individuals 
were initially wary of letting her become 
the director of the Manhattan College’s 
Holocaust, Genocide and Interfaith Edu-
cation Center. 
From her perspective, the critics came 
from a place of distrust that she would 
be able to preserve the memories of the 
Holocaust as a Muslim. However, she 
stated, “Manhattan College stood by 
[me] and [my] Lasallian values shone 
through, mainly inclusion and respect 
for all others...We must not forget that 
anti- Semitism and Islamophobia has 
created fear within our community.” 
Afridi argued that the events of 9/11 
and the invasion of Americans in Iraq 
and Pakistan resulted in tension and 
complications. She fights on behalf of the 
American Muslims who have been de-
cried as 9/11 terrorists and are “very tired 
of constantly defending their religion.” 
She believes that you may have to go 
against your own community in order to 
fight for justice because that is more im-
portant than commiserating with one’s 
own community. She called for everyone 
in the audience to make it their civic duty 
to “stand for the poor, the disenfran-
chised, and the refugees.” Furthermore, 
she explained how Muslim expansion 
into Christian imperialism has fostered 
fear and ill-will on both sides. 
She addressed the importance of 
creating a unique dialogue and that, “It 
is not enough to declare a commonal-
ity on a deep theological level, or even 
to publish these findings. The truth to 
Catholics and Muslims must be more 
broad - we need to take action together 
and talk about these decisions that are 
becoming institutionalized and becom-
ing new laws.” 
According to her, “American Muslims 
want to constitute their rights for free 
speech, but fear the consequences of 
the Patriot Act, especially now with 
the Muslim ban.” She emphasized how 
it was important to recognize the that 
Muslim extremists are different and are 
those who are calling for more drastic 
measures. Measures that most Muslims 
do not practice or believe in. 
She argued that ISIS and other radical 
organizations have completely missed 
the point of theological understanding 
and that Islam is a religion of peace, not 
of war. 
In response to people who question 
the violence that is in the Koran, Afridi 
said,  “People should be looking at the 
messages in terms of the context and 
that everyone will see differently what 
they want to see.” According to Afridi, 
“The willingness to forgive and not to 
punish is the definition give to mercy. 
Islam’s definition of reward is by giving 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Faculty raises complaints against 
the recently established mandatory 
diversity training, one of the 
resolutions part of the End the 
Silence movement. PAGE 6
Habitat for Humanity fosters service and activism
BY RAMYA RAMAMOORTHY
STAFF WRITER
Saint Mary’s boasts a myriad of clubs 
on campus, including ones that are for 
entertainment, diversity, and education. 
But one of the clubs that fits perfectly 
into the Lasallian principles is Habitat 
for Humanity. 
Habitat for Humanity is a service club 
in which volunteers assist low-income 
families to build affordable and sustain-
able housing. It is a way for students to 
spend one Saturday of the month to make 
sure that people in their community have 
a decent place to live. 
Sarah Downey, the Treasurer of the 
Habitat for Humanity club, was inter-
viewed to get some insight into this club. 
Why was Habitat for Humanity 
started? 
see Habitat for Humanity, page 2
The Habitat for Humanity club was 
created to give back to the community. 
It allows students to participate in a 
service that involves learning new skills 
and learning about the needs of others. 
It gives students chances to engage in 
meaningful work and have fun in the 
process. 
What is the most rewarding thing 
about being part of Habitat for Hu-
manity? 
The most rewarding thing about being 
part of Habitat for Humanity is working 
with others to help provide shelter for 
families who are in need. It brings forth 
a feeling of accomplishment and a new 
perception of the world.  
What kind of houses have volun-
teers built so far? 
The club has been working at the Muir 
— Ridge Development. The development 
began in 2014 and has just recently been 
completed. For this project, the plan was 
to construct 20 new affordable homes. 
Each home has similar architecture and 
is provided with similar appliances. 
The houses use energy efficient appli-
ances, such as water heaters and cooling 
systems and the roofs are made of reflec-
tive material. 
Each time we visit, which is about 
once a month, we are given specific jobs 
to do, depending on the staging of the 
homes. Jobs range from putting together 
foundation to painting walls. We work at 
multiple houses each time we’re there, 
and because they’re all so similar, I don’t 
really have a favorite.
Since the Muir Ridge Development is 
now over, we are waiting for more infor-
mation on where new builds will take 
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“The willingness to 
forgive and not to 
punish is the definition 
given to mercy.”
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
                   —Ted Turner
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Campus Snapshots
BELL TOWER above the chapel stands high on a sunny day. (Eliana Batrez/COLLEGIAN) THE BROTHER’S SECRET GARDEN is kept hidden from sight. (Terrilyn Ho/COLLEGIAN)
Crime Beat
3/11/17  7:00 p.m.
Incident: Theft 
Synopsis:  Missing backpack 
from Alioto Recreation Center, 
later found to be picked up by a 
teammate; case closed 
3/12/17  1:20 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation 
Synopsis: Alcohol intoxication 
in Claeys South; referred to 
Community Life
3/12/17  5:30 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Knee injury on Prac-
tice Field, no transport; referred 
to Health & Wellness Center 
3/13/17  5:45 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm 
Synopsis: Daylight Savings Time 
issue with alarm clock- set off by 
lifeguard in Alioto Recreation 
Center; referred to Facilities 
Services 
3/13/17  1:15 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Food cooking set off 
fire alarm in Thille Hall; re-
ferred to Facilities Services and 
Residential Experience
3/13/17  7:15 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Food cooking set off 
fire alarm in Freitas Hall; re-
ferred to Facilities Services and 
Residential Experience 
3/15/17  7:15 a.m.
Incident: Theft 
Synopsis: Theft of post in Saint 
Albert Library; case suspended
place. In the process, we recently 
began volunteering at the Habi-
tat for Humanity ReStore. 
In the ReStore, people donate 
furniture and other accessories 
and are then sold for a fraction 
of the original price and all pro-
ceeds go to the Habitat for Hu-
manity Corporation. We helped 
Habitat for Humanity: While building houses, students also build community
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
assist customers, laid out fur-
niture, and tidied the place up.
What kind of skills have you 
learned after joining Habitat 
for Humanity? 
I have learned skills such as 
drilling in nails to walls without 
cutting my finger off, and put-
ting together wires in a pitch 
black basement without falling 
down. I have also learned skills 
on how to work with people, 
including people who I have 
just met. 
We are divided into groups at 
the beginning of the build and 
we work on projects such as 
mentioned above. 
The fascinating thing about 
Habitat is you also work with 
the people who are going to be 
living in those houses. In order 
to live in the houses you have to 
have a certain amount of hours 
of volunteer service before you 
can move in.
Why do you think people 
should join Habitat for Hu-
manity? 
I think people should join 
Habitat for Humanity because it 
is a great way to meet new people 
and a way to give back to the 
community. Each build is a great 
experience because it allows you 
to work with a group of people 
who share similar values and it 
reminds you what you should be 
grateful for.
SEBA STUDENTS  participate in Habitat for Humanity build. (Courtesy of College Communications)
“It is a great way to 
meet new people and a 
way to give back to the 
community...Each build 
is a great experience 
because it allows you 
to work with a group 
of people who share 
similar values.”
Correction
In the Tuesday, Mar. 14 issue 
of The Collegian, an article titled, 
“Campus celebrates International 
Women’s Day, was published.” Leora 
Mosman was misquoted, as she had 
pulled these quotes from The Wom-
en’s March on Washington website. 
The Collegian strives to maintain 
accuracy and regrets these errors.
NEW BANNERS greet prospective students as they enter the campus. (Eliana Batrez/COLLEGIAN) THE DE LA SALLE STATUE is a classic symbol of Saint Mary’s. (Eliana Batrez/COLLEGIAN)
Campus 
Calendar
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
Living Words: Dr. King’s Global 
Perspective on Civil Rights
Wednesday, March 22
1:00-2:00 p.m.
Galileo Hall 201
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu 
Student Recital Series
Wednesday, March 22
1:15 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Claeys 
Lounge
Contact Martin Rokeach
mrokeach@stmarys-ca.edu 
The BASH: You Better WERK!
Wednesday, March 22
5:30- 9:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga 
Room
www.stmarys-ca.edu/ic 
War Poems: Babi Yar/Yevtush-
enko
Thursday, March 23
5:00- 6:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Claeys 
Lounge
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu 
Professor Anita Hill
Thursday, March 23
6:30- 8:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga 
Room
Contact Denise Witzig
dwitzig@stmarys-ca.edu 
Peer Grief Group for Students
Thursday, March 23
7:00- 8:15 p.m.
Filippi Academic Hall 145
Contact Alex Short
als15@stmarys-ca.edu
Wesley Gibson Memorial, a 
Celebration of Life
Friday, March 24
4:30- 6:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s College Museum of 
Art: Patio
Contact Ryan McKinley
925-631-4414 
The Korematsu Case Today
Monday, March 27
1:00- 2:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga 
Room
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
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The Lounge features an exciting night of student performances
BY ELIANA BATREZ
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
On Friday,  March 17, Saint Mary’s 
students gathered in De La Salle’s 
Hagerty Lounge for The Lounge, 
a monthly, student-run open mic. 
The event started around 8:30 p.m. 
to a crowd of about twenty individu-
als, which fluctuated as the night 
went on.  
The premise of The Lounge is 
simple enough — to address stu-
dents who feel like they don’t have a 
voice on campus by creating a space 
where they have the opportunity to 
speak and do so. This sharing space, 
in turn, creates a close knit com-
munity where students can feel 
free to celebrate, laugh, rant, and 
get emotional. 
The Lounge emphasizes support 
and respect for others; sustainabil-
ity is also encouraged, so attendees 
are encouraged to bring their own 
bottles (whether hot or cold) and be 
willing to throw away items in the 
appropriate bins. 
Even for a first time attendee, The 
Lounge felt very relaxed and open 
from the very beginning. Though 
many of the students throughout 
the event already knew each other, 
they were keen to include everyone, 
and made it a point to introduce 
themselves to new faces, asking 
them if they were attending The 
Lounge as a performer or audience 
member, and encouraging them to 
consider performing in the future. 
This aura of inclusivity and joy, 
coupled with an apparent feeling 
of familiarity, truly created a space 
where students could share whatev-
er they wanted. The performances 
themselves ranged from topics that 
were very personal to impressions of 
different accents, and even included 
some karaoke towards the end of 
the night. 
After a few routine announce-
ments surrounding applications to 
be on The Lounge’s executive team 
for the 2017-2018 school year, the 
event kicked off with powerful po-
etry, surrounding topics such as love 
and mental disorders, race, privi-
lege, and police brutality. Though 
many of these topics were presented 
in the form of spoken word, other 
interesting performances included 
rapping, acapella, reading Craig-
slist Missed Connection posts, and 
karaoke. 
There was no limit regarding how 
many times a student could per-
form, and various students took this 
opportunity to speak to the group 
surrounding personal matters and 
to showcase various talents. Though 
the event started with about twenty 
people in the audience, The Lounge 
remained true to its open mic na-
ture, and as some students left, 
others came, performed/watched, 
and went on with their Friday night. 
Although the audience remained 
small and intimate between The 
Lounge’s 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
time slot in the Hagerty Lounge, it 
reflected a broader opportunity for 
students to be themselves and be 
accepted regardless of the content 
of whatever they wished to share. 
Beyond the Bubble Because there’s a whole world out there…
Rising protests  against 
Berlin’s increasing gentrifi-
cation
Pressure from a burg eon-
ing grass-roots movement has 
resulted in several measures 
to implement gentrification. 
Residents of the artsy Kreuz-
berg neighborhood have re-
cently turned the area into a 
makeshift region for fighting 
the recently imposed housing 
measures, including rent caps, a 
partial ban on vacation rentals, 
development-free zones, and 
increased social housing subsi-
dies. The recent pour of people 
into Berlin for the past decade is 
due to the relative affordability, 
cultural wealth, and its spunky 
spirit. However, gentrification 
has become a growing issue that 
is mainly due to rising rents and 
lack of living space. While rent 
prices have been rising, incomes 
in Berlin remain relatively low, 
so many longtime residents 
and other low earners are being 
priced out. 
Father deported to Ethiopia 
for genital mutilation
In 2006, Khalid Adem became 
the first person in the U.S. to be 
charged with female genital cut-
ting. After a ten year sentence 
in prison, he was deported to 
Ethiopia, his home country. Back 
in 2001, Adem used scissors to 
remove the clitoris of his two-
year-old daughter, resulting in a 
case brought up against him that 
was led by a state law prohibiting 
the practice. Several organiza-
tions contend that eliminating 
female genital mutilation has 
large benefits for the health and 
human rights of women and girls 
and society as a whole. 
Brazil’s largest food com-
panies searched for meat 
contamination
Last Friday, federal agents 
infiltrated Brazil’s largest food 
companies after employees rat-
ted out their employers, saying 
that they witnessed a scheme 
to bribe inspectors to allow rot-
ten meals to be served in public 
schools and for salmonella-con-
taminated meat to be exported to 
Europe. Investigators have found 
that employees at two large food 
producers, JBS and BRF, paid 
off federal inspectors to ignore 
the adulteration or expiration of 
processed foods. 
The gradual death of The 
Great Barrier Reef
As one of Australia’s greatest 
natural wonders, The Great Bar-
rier Reef is home to a multitude 
of sea creatures, who are now in 
significant trouble as large parts 
of the reef continue to be found 
dead. Huge sections of this natu-
ral phenomenon were killed in 
the past year due to overheated 
seawater. Experts had not ex-
pected to see this sort of dete-
rioration for another 30 years, 
but it seems that the damage has 
been rapidly intensifying, a sign 
of the results of global climate 
change. 
Rex Tillerson and Xi Jin-
ping promote China-U.S. Re-
lations
On Sunday, Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson and Xi Jinping 
put aside their differences by 
promoting cooperation. While 
China has been North Korea’s 
biggest backer, relations have 
become tense due to NK’s in-
creasing interest in develop-
ing nuclear weapons. Political 
analysts have noted that Mr. 
Tillerson’s visit most likely re-
sulted in him pressing China to 
enforce sanctions against North 
Korea and raised the possibility 
that the U.S. would up its missile 
defense in Asia if China does not 
comply.
THE LOUNGE  hosts monthly open mic where students can speak up. (Eliana Batrez/COLLEGIAN)
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Mass Effect: Preview of next Andromeda Galaxy game
Why Vitality Bowls should be your new favorite snack spot
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR
CULTURE
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If you’ve lived in California 
for more than a week, you’ve 
probably been invited out for 
juice. Whether it’s Pressed Juic-
ery or Urban Remedy, we are 
surrounded by a community of 
people desperate for the next 
“superfood.” While this makes 
a percentage of the population 
roll their eyes, this absolutely 
excites me. Not only does the 
bright and fresh aesthetic of 
fruit-based snacks appeal to the 
eye, but it’s a pleasure you don’t 
have to feel guilty about. While 
exploring Lafayette shortly 
after moving to Moraga, I stum-
bled upon Vitality Bowls. The 
images of beautiful açaí bowls 
and fresh juices enticed me, as 
I found myself swerving into 
their parking lot. Thus began a 
beautiful relationship and bor-
derline obsession with Vitality.
First and foremost, let’s get 
the back story on the chain. 
With over 18 locations in Cali-
fornia, and a few in Nevada, 
Oregon, and Arizona, the public 
is a fan of their food to say the 
least. The chain was born in San 
Ramon from couple Roy and 
Tara Gilad. Once their daughter 
had been diagnosed with severe 
food allergies, the Gilad’s were 
on a mission for healthy yet ac-
cessible treats. Thus, Vitality 
Bowls was born. 
The company’s mission state-
ment says,  “ We created this 
company because of our strong 
commitment to bring health 
and wellness to every commu-
nity across the country through 
fresh, high-quality superfoods. 
This philosophy has guided ev-
erything we do and we hope to 
instill the same health-minded 
values to your employees and 
c u st o m e r s.”  T h e  c h a i n  a l s o 
advertises the absence of ice, 
yogurt, added sugar, or preser-
vatives in their products —a 
statement unique from chains 
such as Smoothie King, Jamba 
Juice, and Starbucks. As a certi-
fied Vitality Bowl fanatic, this 
commitment to purity has made 
all the difference.
Let’s talk about their prod-
ucts. If I’m needing a hearty 
breakfast or post-workout meal, 
these açaí bowls are my go-
to. Satisfying and jam-packed 
with a day’s worth of nutrients 
(probably), you can’t go wrong 
with them. For first-timers or 
classic folks,  Vitality Bowls 
is a go-to pick. With a simple 
base smoothie of açaí, bananas, 
strawberries, flax seed and a su-
perfood blend, this bowl is 100 
percent pure goodness. The lus-
cious smoothie is then topped 
with organic granola, bananas, 
strawberries, goji berries, and 
a drizzle of organic honey. The 
crunch of the granola, the chew 
of the goji berries, and the sweet 
finish of honey ensure this bowl 
satisfies any craving you may 
have. 
Personally, my favorite bowl 
i s  t h e  G r e e n  B ow l .  A l m o n d 
milk, dates, spirulina, and kale 
take this blend over the top; if 
it wasn’t a fresh green color, I 
would have no idea there were 
vegetables in it. It’s finished 
with organic granola,  hemp 
seeds for added protein, ba-
nanas, kiwis, and organic honey. 
I appreciate this bowl because of 
the refreshing texture the blend 
of fresh and frozen fruit in the 
peanut butter. The sweetness 
of  the fruit  paired with the 
heartiness of nut butter makes 
this the ultimate breakfast. Ad-
ditionally, Vitality Bowls’ juices 
are equally as tempting. A great 
thing about any Vitality Bowl 
product is that substitutions 
and additions are always wel-
comed; any product you enjoy 
can be tailor-made or bulked up 
however you want it. All of their 
juices are fresh-squeezed to or-
der, allowing customers to enjoy 
maximum nutrients and flavor. 
When I indulge in a juice, I 
want to get the most veggies out 
of it as possible to justify the 
cost. My favorite is the Green 
Me Up, with kale, celery, apple, 
cucumber, and spirulina. Last 
time I ordered this, I substituted 
the apple for coconut water, and 
it was superb. Another great 
juice is their Rejuvenator, with 
carrot,  beet,  cucumber,  and 
apple. These blends are sweet 
enough to enjoy, but authentic 
enough to taste real.
Fitness blogger Allix from 
FitCandy sums it up: “ Vital-
ity Bowls’ menu is loaded with 
super-food ingredients, many 
of which I hadn’t even heard of. 
What I love most about the es-
tablishment is it’s dedication to 
transparency. Their menu items 
aren’t intended to fool anyone; 
each ingredient is listed for 
each item, nutritional content is 
readily available, and even every 
exotic and hard to pronounce 
fruit is described in terms of 
flavor and nutritional benefit.” 
I t  i s  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  h ave  a 
healthy option with no pre-
tentiousness. Next time you’re 
tempted to hit  Starbucks,  I 
challenge you to try out Vitality 
Bowl for your next sweet treat.
As of March 21, BioWare’s new-
est addition to the Mass Effect se-
ries, titled “Mass Effect: Androm-
eda,” will hit stores. As a long time 
fan of the franchise, I’m ecstatic to 
have the opportunity to once again 
dive into the Mass Effect universe 
and eager to entice new fans.
The initial Mass Effect game, 
which was released in 2007, is a 
single player role-playing game 
that takes place in the Milky Way 
Galaxy in the year 2183. By this 
time humanity has made contact 
with several other species that 
inhabit the galaxy and they live 
in peace on the Citadel, a space 
station built with ancient alien 
technology which allows them to 
travel from galaxy to galaxy. 
As the game begins, we are intro-
duced to Commander Shepard, the 
protagonist of the series whom you 
can choose to play as either a male 
or female. Once you’ve decided 
on your gender, class type, and 
backstory, you find yourself in the 
middle of a conflict which leads 
you to becoming a human rep-
resentative and protector of the 
galaxy against a force that plans on 
completing mass genocide. 
As Shepard comes face to face 
with enemies on their quest, they 
build a team made up of members 
BY KALI KUSHNER
ASSISTANT CULTURE EDITOR
of different species and genders, 
some of which you are able to de-
velop a romantic story line with in 
addition to the main plot. Unlike 
many games that offer romance 
options, the Mass Effect franchise 
allows you to pursue same sex re-
lationships, or relationships with 
gender ambiguous characters, 
that don’t revolve around the 
struggles of societal discrimina-
tion against the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity like most media. Though 
the game does in fact fall under 
the action genre, it is not limited 
to a simple plot of shoot and kill. 
In the universe of Mass Effect 
you get to explore unique worlds, 
meet well crafted characters, have 
direct control over what kind of 
character you want to be in the 
story line, and enjoy countless 
base, paired with the nuttiness 
of  hemp seeds and crunchy 
granola. 
A massive benefit of no ice 
in any of their blends is the 
enhanced flavor. Containing 
nothing watered-down, each 
bite is 100 percent fruit and 
“superfoods.” The sweetness of 
bananas and tang of fresh ber-
ries are all the more bright.
If I’m on the run, the store’s 
smoothies or juices are my go-
to. My favorite smoothie of all 
time is their Powernator, with 
açaí, graviola, the Vitality Bowl 
superfood blend, almond milk, 
strawberries, bananas, pine-
apples, and spinach. Again, the 
lack of ice or yogurt lets each 
fresh flavor absolutely shine. 
Usually, I add spirulina to this 
(there can’t be a more tasty way 
to get my greens) and a little 
side quests.  With all of this in the 
mind, the story of Mass Effect and 
Commander Shepard led to three 
amazing games which eventu-
ally left players with a thoughtful 
message on the role of humanity 
and the destructive nature of dis-
crimination.
The newest installment of the 
series, “Mass Effect: Andromeda,” 
starts off between the vents of 
VITALITY BOWLS have won hearts all over the country, from California to Nevada, Oregon to Florida’s own Miami Beach. (Courtesy of Miami New Times)
the second and third Mass Effect 
games, where due to the conflicts 
of the Shepard story line, you are 
sent on a mission to find a suitable 
home for the human race should 
Earth become uninhabitable. 
In this game you wake up in the 
Andromeda Galaxy in the year 
2819 after 634 years of cryo-sleep. 
Just like the original trilogy, play-
ers can choose to play as either a 
man or woman, although this time 
the options are siblings Sara and 
Scott Ryder. Whichever character 
you choose to play as, you are sent 
on an important mission to explore 
the planets of the galaxy and deal 
with any dangerous elements pres-
ent in order to find a new home for 
humanity. Although creators of the 
new installment have claimed that 
the tone will be lighter than the 
initial series, I’m sure whatever 
conflict arises will be just as engag-
ing. All in all, I’m thrilled to see the 
new breathtaking worlds that the 
game designers have crafted and 
meet the new characters, some of 
which are voice acted by such stars 
as Natalie Dormer (from “Game 
of Thrones”), Clancy Brown 
(the voice of Mr. Krabs from the 
“Spongebob Squarepants” series), 
and Kumail Nanjiani (from the 
HBO series “Silicon Valley”).
I highly recommend trying out 
the new installment as I’m sure it’s 
bound to impress.MASS EFFECT: ANDROMEDA has already been celebrated by the gaming community for it’s breathtaking graphics. (Courtesy of Attack of The Fanboy)
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Buffy The Vampire’s 20 years of slaying
BY JESSICA FAHNER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
On March 10, “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer” celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. Twenty 
years ago, in 1997, the under-
rated show aired its first epi-
sode, “Welcome to the Hell-
mouth.” The show’s success 
surprised everyone, but it 
gained a substantial following, 
and it even resulted in the cre-
ation of a spin-off series called 
Angel. For those of us born at 
the tail end of the 90s, the sig-
nificance of this anniversary 
might be lost on us. Especially 
since in the last 10 years media 
has been saturated with cheesy 
vampire content (thank you 
“Twilight”), Buffy can easily be 
dismissed as another shoddy 
vampire production. However, 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” 
which debuted the petite and 
seemingly harmless Sarah Mi-
chelle Gellar, actually pushes a 
liberal, feminist agenda.
Over the series’ seven sea-
sons, there are arguably many 
feminist moments that are in-
terlaced within the fantasy/
horror genre. For instance, the 
show establishes a powerful 
matriarch of “slayers,” a line 
of young women who are given 
the responsibility to protect 
humankind from demons and 
the like. Most notably, Buffy is 
portrayed as a girly and overtly 
feminine character—charac-
teristics that normally are not 
associated with power or hav-
ing authority— but Buffy chal-
lenges stereotypes of women 
portrayed in media. Not only is 
Buffy a part of a powerful and 
ancient matriarch, she also in-
herits phenomenal strength. 
Thus, she is rendered an ac-
tive female body that disrupts 
the male public sphere. Buffy 
patrols dark alley ways late at 
night, a place conventionally 
reserved for men as it is conse-
quently dangerous and uncom-
mon for women to occupy those 
spaces. As opposed to Buffy 
being a damsel in distress, she 
can actively defend herself 
and save humanity. Although 
Buffy’s boyfriend sometimes 
swoops in to save her from time 
to time, she also rescues him 
several times as well. In fact, 
it isn’t just Buffy that exudes 
feminist power; all the wom-
en in Buffy’s friend group are 
equally powerful. The women 
in Buffy the Vampire Slayer are 
placed in violent or sexist situ-
ations but are not portrayed 
as weak and helpless. Rather, 
their reaction is one of power 
and agency, thus providing a 
powerful role model in times of 
vulnerability. 
Even the final episode of the 
series has been heralded as the 
ultimate feminist ending. Buffy 
and her friends find a way to 
 
end the single line of the matri-
arch, instead, allowing all po-
tential slayers to have power. 
Thus all women who have the 
potential to be the next slayer 
are granted the slayer’s powers, 
relieving any one woman from 
the sole responsibility of be-
ing the “slayer.” As a result, all 
the women share the burden of 
saving the world from demon-
ic evil. The finale of the show 
serves as a metaphor; calling 
women to share the respon-
sibility of feminism and fight 
for gender equality. A common 
theme in Buffy is strength in 
numbers, that working togeth-
er with other women and allies 
is the most beneficial way to 
accomplish a goal. 
The Vulture has shared con-
tinual praise for the beloved 
series: “It crystallizes what 
made Buffy so fresh 20 years 
ago and still fresh today. The 
series was at its best charting 
women in moments of fraught 
transition—betwee victim and 
monster, heroine and villain, 
girlhood and womanhood—and 
subverting our expectations 
along the way. And it’s Buffy, 
the wonderfully complex lead 
character, who communicates 
these ideas time and again.” 
While this is a comical series, it 
touches upon very real aspects 
of our society, both twenty 
years ago and today. Geller her-
self reflects on the significance 
of the series, as she shares with 
Vogue, “Twenty years ago to-
day, I had the greatest privi-
lege to bring Buffy to your TV 
screens for the first time. It was 
a long and challenging road to 
get there. First the movie, then 
a passed over pilot presenta-
tion, and eventually a mid sea-
son time slot on a little known 
network. That first season, 
we liked to think of ourselves 
as the little show that could. 
While we knew the potential, 
I don’t think any of us saw the 
lasting impact our show would 
have.” Even as Geller was aware 
the richness this series con-
tained, the Buffy team’s honest 
surprise at their success is even 
more heartwarming.
Since “Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer” first aired in 1997, 
the roles of powerful women 
on television have increased. 
However, it is important to 
remember how the show was 
significant for the third wave 
of feminism. In the midst of a 
comical and dramatic story-
line, it aimed to impact and dis-
rupt traditional gender roles on 
prime time television. It made 
important strides in changing 
the environment of television, 
for instance, the show aired 
the first lesbian sex scene that 
ever occurred on prime time 
television. “Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer’s” 20th anniversary has 
prompted people to reflect 
on its impact in the feminist 
movement and the progress 
of women in media since 1997. 
Most notably, the anniversary 
is a reminder to carry on the 
third wave of feminism and to 
remind us how audiences want 
to see powerful women on the 
TV screen. After all, how could 
a low-budget vampire series 
garner such a cult following? 
With powerful women.  
Me, college, and my dog
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR 
I have learned a lot of things 
since coming to college. Ap-
proximately how long you can 
go without doing laundry, the 
fact that Easy Mac never ex-
pires, and most importantly, 
how much students miss their 
dogs. Before getting a canine 
pal of my own, I never under-
stood why people, namely col-
lege students, would literally 
run across a busy street to pet 
a fluffy little doggie. Man’s best 
friend, the original sidekick, 
the creature that can lead the 
blind, comfort the old and heal 
the depressed. The complet-
ing component to the average 
American family, along with 
2.5 children and a white picket 
fence, is a canine companion. 
Throughout childhood, kids 
are bombarded with Webkinz 
pets, vet Barbie, and Airbud 
movies alike, almost as to ig-
nite a hidden need for a sweet 
yet slobbery partner in crime. 
Naturally, the first 17 years of 
my existence were dedicated to 
begging for a puppy of my own. 
I succeeded a few weeks before 
my junior prom, and a sweet 
puppy named Pippa found her-
self in our abode. 
The first few weeks with a 
puppy are like what you imag-
ine the first few weeks with a 
new pet would be. Everything 
was insanely adorable, from the 
way her floppy ears cradled her 
face and even how she peed in 
fear every time someone rang 
our doorbell. Never mind those 
moments, I had a dog, and our 
home was finally complete.
It has been two years now, 
and as our puppy grew bigger, 
my patience did the opposite. 
Cute little yelps become try-
ing yaps, her daily walk became 
my daily dread, and pausing 
my Netflix 10 times a night to 
get her tennis ball from under 
the couch was losing its thrill. 
My secret stash of candy has 
been relocated from the conve-
nience of under my bed to avoid 
her exploration escapades. 
Don’t even get me started on 
the state of my favorite child-
hood stuffed animal that she 
just happens to adore.
So what is the reason for the 
canine component, next to the 
2.5 kids, to the average Ameri-
can family? Honestly, this con-
cept of having pets humors 
me. Perhaps it’s because I’ve 
embraced myself as one of the 
few non-animal-people in our 
world, I can view this whole 
concept apart from any feelings 
or personal connotations. Hu-
mans willingly house another 
species of no economic or social 
value, to live off their resourc-
es. They name these creatures, 
buy them accessories, and even 
list the animal’s given name on 
the yearly Christmas card.
As I’ve observed Pippa’s 
presence in our home however, 
some things are impossible not 
to note. The smirky smile, that 
only comes from witnessing ab-
solute ridiculousness, spreads 
across my mother’s face as Pip-
pa leaves a puddle of happiness 
simply upon her arrival home 
is a little heart-melting. Watch-
ing my brother sprint with her 
down my street as I pull into 
the driveway is a little pictur-
esque. Seeing my dad’s almost-
permanent stress lines fade 
from his forehead as she jumps 
on his lap for her belly rub, is 
almost sweet. So while this dog 
we have does not contribute 
to our society, economically to 
our household, or the fantasies 
from my adolescent Airbud 
movies, I can’t deny that she’s 
a little cute when she curls up 
next to me at night. And that 
little bit of sunshine she brings 
to our home, is worth the whole 
lot of everything else.
Now, as I lay on my extra-
long twin mattress pad, I stand 
in solidarity with students 
missing the constant warmth 
of their dog ’s body. I miss the 
morning sloppy kisses and tail 
wagging, even when her bath-
room break requires me to 
leave the warmth of my bed. 
Overall, yes, dogs are worth the 
hype. When the next therapy-
dog session day comes to Saint 
Mary’s, I will fall on my knees 
alongside my peers to pet the 
little fluffers.
PIPPA fills a hole in my heart that few other things on campus can. (Courtesy of Jessica Marais)
The Collegian’s letter policy:
Letters to the editor may be 
emailed to  smccollegian@
gmail.com for the print version 
of The Collegian. Please sign 
your letter with your full name 
and, if applicable, your year in 
school and/or title.  
Anonymous letters are rarely, 
if ever published.
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STUDENTS protesting during last spring’s End the Silence demonstration. (Courtesy of Olivia Meme)
Of course, the administration 
would confuse a woman’s confi-
dence in a bikini with being a sex 
symbol for revealing too much skin.
Stated at the top of the “Swim 
Attire Policy” flyer is, “Campus Rec-
reation reserves the right to enforce 
the swim attire policy if articles of 
clothing are considered inappropri-
ate or offensive…to ensure safety 
and a non-disruptive environment.”
“Inappropriate,” “offensive,” 
and ensuring a “non-disruptive 
environment” are all very highly 
subjective terms. Female students 
are dressing offensively to whom 
exactly? Are Saint Mary’s stu-
dents (those who actually use the 
aquatic facility) offended by the 
now-banned swimwear?  
Apparently, we are now at the 
mercy of the administration to 
determine what is appropriate, 
orderly, non-disruptive, and non-
offensive to wear at the pool, all 
according to a sexist dress code.
Campus Rec Center implements new sexist dress code 
 After two months of rainstorms, 
flooding, and overcast days, the 
Saint Mary’s community has re-
cently started enjoying this sum-
mer-like weather, with the pool 
being the prime lounge spot in 
between classes. 
Yet, the Joseph Alioto Recreation 
Center (JARC) administration has 
decided to rain on our parade and 
crack down on pool users and sun 
tanners by laying out a new, strict 
dress code—and students are not 
happy.
Blaring signs and posters featur-
ing the new additions to the JARC 
dress code have been put up all 
around the Rec Center.
The sign that appears the most 
throughout the facility is a one-page 
“Swim Attire Policy” flyer that has 
pictures on what is “Allowed” and is 
“Not Allowed” in the aquatic facil-
ity. One can obviously infer from 
the pictures that this is primarily 
aimed at female students. Yes, they 
include a few things under the 
“Allowed” section for male stu-
dents, like boardshorts and men’s 
rashguards, but honestly, no one is 
questioning the appropriateness of 
men’s clothing. 
The dress code’s full text, which 
can be viewed on the Rec Center 
website, specifically directs stu-
dents to page nine section three 
of the Undergraduate Student 
Handbook, whose main clause 
states, “The community expects 
that students will avoid conduct 
that is disorderly in nature which 
subsequently threatens, harms, 
or interferes with members of the 
College community.” 
By referencing this specific state-
ment in the handbook, it sounds 
like the Rec Center administration 
and these “member complaints” 
view female students, who can find 
confidence in being proud of their 
bodies in a bikini, as a disruptive 
threat to the pool environment. 
So, obviously, the next logical step 
would be to slut-shame girls who 
reveal too much skin.
Sophomore Lizzy Allen, who 
was confronted by an administra-
tion about her swim bottoms being 
“too small,” said, “I was frustrated 
because being talked to made me 
feel self-conscious about being 
in a bathing suit, something that 
women work to feel confident in…
We’re in college now, why should 
I have to alter how I dress because 
someone else is uncomfortable?” 
This brings to light how the JARC 
administrators believe that show-
ing too much skin makes the female 
body a sexual object, since a few of 
the swimwear items in the “Not 
Allowed” section are the more re-
vealing Brazilian-style, thong bikini 
bottoms. 
“There is absolutely no reason 
[that] thongs [are] being deemed 
‘inappropriate’…[other than] the 
correlation that seems to be made 
with articles of clothing, like thongs, 
and girls’ sexuality,” said sopho-
more Emry Cohenour.
This brings me back to my high 
school. For anyone who has previ-
ously ever attended a school with a 
strict dress code, a majority of the 
guidelines dealt with female dress 
(e.g. skirts not being “too short,” 
shirts not being “see-through,” 
necklines not being “too low-cut”) 
for the sake of, God-forbid, creating 
a disruptive environment because 
people see too much of a woman’s 
skin. 
BY KIANA LEI YAP 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER  
Female students 
are dressing 
offensively to 
whom exactly?
To the Academic Senate:
Why do you think students keep 
coming back to the faculty Senate 
meetings every month? Trust us, it’s 
not because we particularly enjoy 
or feel welcomed at them. Yet, the 
items which you are voting on are of 
utmost importance and relevancy 
to students, especially to the goals 
of #EndtheSilence. In February, 
you passed a proposal that man-
dates GUIDE Inclusion and Diver-
sity Training for all faculty, both 
tenured and adjunct. Contingent 
on completing the training once 
every three years is the ability to 
request faculty research grants, 
faculty awards, sabbatical leaves, 
and faculty development fund re-
quests. This month, only one month 
after the passing of such resolution, 
there already exists a threat to what 
was accomplished. A new petition 
on the Senate agenda, put forth by 
a group of faculty, asks for a halt to 
the sanctions until a faculty task 
force is formed, who will then give 
suggestions on how to improve the 
training in itself.
Here’s the problem: removing 
the sanctions, under any circum-
stances, is a step backwards in the 
direction of progress. Don’t get us 
wrong, we agree that the creation 
of a taskforce is great idea. We are 
in no way opposed to one being 
formed. We acknowledge there is 
always room for improvement in 
terms of the material covered in 
diversity trainings, and a taskforce 
could help move it in an even better 
direction. If faculty are willing to 
put in the time and effort, we say, 
go for it. 
However, the petition claims 
the training is inadequate to the 
needs of inclusion on this campus. 
Yet, of the 27 faculty members who 
signed this petition, only four have 
even attended the GUIDE training 
themselves. The validity of their 
claims deserve to be questioned 
and their lack of attendance to the 
training taken into consideration 
when questioning what the goal of 
this petition really is.
Amongst the faculty who signed 
the petition, we see allies, profes-
sors that we know, respect, and 
trust. We are inclined to believe 
it is them who genuinely want to 
improve the training and make it as 
best as it can be. But, amongst those 
names are also a handful whose in-
tentions we question. Why are they 
so adamant and against anything 
being mandatory? Is it their egos? 
Is it them trying to hold on to the 
little power faculty have? What is it?
Faculty, this is not all about you. 
This is not about your intelligence 
being questioned, this is not about 
your life experience being invali-
dated, nor about your expertise in 
your academic field. This is about 
the reality of the student experi-
ence in the classroom. This is your 
job and your profession, to teach. If 
you cannot do this without creating 
a safe and inclusive space for all of 
your students, we have a problem. 
The Lasallian values of this campus 
are centered on the idea of inclu-
sion. You are literally getting paid 
to do this. You not wanting to do 
it sends a clear message to your 
students, that you do not care. And 
that’s not a good enough excuse.
One of the #EndtheSilence de-
mands directly asks for such a 
mandatory training for all faculty. 
We recognize the importance of it 
because we have listened to what 
our peers have shared about their 
experiences in the classroom. Are 
you listening? Or are you simply 
hearing?
The way students have been 
treated within the space of the 
Academic Senate so far, is unac-
ceptable. We deserve to be treated 
with respect. It is not okay to leave 
the issues that are of utmost im-
portance to us and the reasons we 
are there, at the very bottom of 
the agenda every month. It seems 
to be that you are hoping we get 
tired and don’t come back. But we 
will. That’s the part you need to 
understand. We are speaking for 
our peers, for those who don’t have 
the opportunity to do so. We under-
stand first hand why this training 
needs to be mandatory, with real 
tangible sanctions. An honor code 
of attendance no longer suffices. 
It never did, but you let it be so. 
We as students are aware of what’s 
happening, and we’re ready to hold 
you accountable for your decisions. 
Your positions give you the author-
ity, but also the responsibility to act 
in the best way for the whole Saint 
Mary’s community. We ask that 
you vote against the removal of the 
sanctions, and uphold the original 
proposal mandating diversity and 
inclusion training for all.
“Beauty and the Beast” ignites regressive controversy 
BY JOCELYN AREVALO 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
The classic Disney princess 
movie “Beauty and the Beast” 
is coming to life and hit the 
theatres on March 17,  2017. 
However, this highly antici-
pated movie gained controversy 
when the director of the movie, 
Bill Condon, told the viewers 
that there would be an openly 
gay character and that he would 
h ave  a  “ g ay  m o m e n t .”  T h i s 
brought concerns for a drive-in 
theatre in Alabama.
Fo r  m a ny  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e 
South, Christianity is a big part 
of their lives and they believe 
that this gay character goes 
against the Bible and Christian 
values. But, it is the Bible that 
states in Mark 12:31 “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
Jesus preaches about love and 
loving others. Love is love and 
this scene is not explicit, nor is 
it harming to children. 
At the end of the film, the 
character LeFou shares a dance 
with another male character 
in the ballroom. LeFou is not 
involved in any violence, vul-
garity, or nudity, and if people 
cannot see two men dancing 
together on a screen, then have 
we really made any progress 
since the 1950s? 
Seeing that this theatre in 
Alabama has recently shown the 
movie “Fifty Shades Darker,” 
the utter hypocrisy is so appar-
ent. The owner stated, “We all 
make choices and I am making 
mine. If  we cannot take our 
11-year-old granddaughter and
8-year-old grandson to see a
movie,  we have no business
watching it. If I can't sit through 
a movie with God or Jesus sit-
ting by me then we have no
business showing it.”
I’m pretty sure the 11-year old 
granddaughter and 8-year-old 
grandson couldn’t sit through 
that movie either. It would be 
difficult to imagine Jesus sitting 
through “Fifty Shades Darker,” 
where heavy nudity and ex-
plicit scenes are shown. How-
ever, the theatre still decided 
to show that movie. The owner 
must have enjoyed those “Fifty 
Shades” sales though.
I see how being exposed to 
something you are not used to 
can be shocking, but it does not 
mean you should disregard it. In 
the world we live in today, there 
are people everywhere that be-
long to the LGBT community. 
Believe it or not, Alabama, but 
you have LGBT folks too. The 
owner’s attempts to shield mov-
iegoers from “gay moments” 
shows the denial and homopho-
bia that still exists in the state. 
Not showing this movie won’t 
stop children from seeing gay 
characters. The internet still 
exists, and if people want to 
watch the movie eventually they 
will find a way to watch it. This 
movie wasn’t meant to upset 
anyone, it was simply trying to 
bring a Disney classic to life for 
audiences of all ages to enjoy. 
Heterosexual romantic rela-
tionships have always been the 
only ones depicted in Disney 
movies so this is a bold, and nec-
essary statement that Disney 
is making. This is a big win for 
the LGBT community. This “gay 
moment” is starting to show 
that Disney is becoming more 
inclusive. I think there is still a 
long time until an LGBT charac-
ter will be the main character in 
a Disney movie. However, this 
could very well be a real pos-
sibility in the future. 
Love is love and 
this scene is not 
explicit, nor is it 
harming to children.
Letter to the Editor
On behalf of #EndtheSilence. 
Ines Sosa
Class of 2018
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Sports 
this week
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Fri. vs Portland, 3:00 p.m.
Sat. vs Portland, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs Portland, 1:00 p.m.
A year after winning the WCC 
regular season and postseasn 
titles, Saint Mary’s (13-6) begins 
conference play by hosting 
Portland in a three-game series 
starting on Friday. The Gaels come 
off a four-game week against UC 
Davis and CSUN.
49ers front-office shakeup a step in the right direction
BY RYAN MOYLE
STAFF WRITER
MEN’S TENNIS
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
BASEBALL
SOFTBALL
BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Fri. vs Pepperdine, 1:30 p.m.
Sat. vs LMU, 11:00 a.m.
THE 49ERS FRONT OFFICE has been very active early in there tenures trying to turn around a struggling franchise.  (Courtesy of 49ers.com)
Men’s tennis defeats Army, prepares for conference play
JACOB LAGMAN won in straight sets 6-1, 6-1 to help the Gaels complete a singles sweep over Army on Tuesday. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
SOFTBALL
Tue. vs Northwestern, 3:00 p.m
Wed. vs Princeton, 2:00 p.m. & 
4:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s (28-4, 16-2 WCC) will 
look to follow up a bumpy week in 
the Aggie Tournament by finding 
success against Northwestern on 
Tuesday and then Princeton in a 
doubleheader on Wednesday at 
Cottrell Field. 
Fri. @ Pepperdine, 1:00 p.m.
Sat. @ LMU, TBA
After two 6-1 wins over Northern 
Colorado and Army, Nash 
Vollenweider and the Gaels will 
square off against two WCC foes, 
traveling south to play Pepperdine 
on Friday and Loyola Marymount 
University on Saturday.
Tue. vs Pacific, 3:00 p.m.
Thurs. vs USF, 3:00 p.m.
Fri. vs California, 10:00 a.m.
Fri. vs San Jose State, 4:00 p.m.
Fri. @ San Diego St., 7:00 p.m
Sun. vs Saint Francis, 12:00 p.m
Throughout their history, the 
San Francisco 49ers have been 
considered one of the greatest 
football dynasties of all time, 
winning five Super Bowls in the 
span of their most successful 
decade. The franchise has been 
the home for some of the great-
est players of all time, including 
Joe Montana, Steve Young, and 
Jerry Rice.
Since the start of the cen-
tury,  the red and g old have 
struggled to live up to the stan-
dards set by previous 49ers 
teams. Since 2000, the 49ers 
have garnered just five winning 
seasons. Despite a brief time of 
dominance with head coach Jim 
Harbaugh in which they made 
three straight appearances in 
the NFC Championship and 
one in Super Bowl XLVII, their 
reputation has taken a severe hit 
in recent history. 
Last season could be consid-
ered the lowest point the fran-
chise has seen in a long time. 
Newly acquired head coach Chip 
Kelly had many fans expecting 
a halfway decent season, but 
after finishing the year with a 
2-14 record, Kelly was shown 
the door. It was then evidently 
clear that owner Jed York was 
looking to clean house. After 
much backlash from the fan 
base, York was forced to make an 
executive decision. Ever since 
firing Kelly, York also dismissed 
general manager Trent Baalke, 
who had been with the team 
since 2005. Now, starting from 
scratch, the franchise has very 
low expectations.
As the NFL playoffs were in 
full swing, many names circulat-
ed in regards to who would lead 
the team. With the end of the 
season fast approaching, York 
hired former pro bowl safety 
John Lynch as general manager. 
York also hired former Atlanta 
Falcons’ offensive coordinator 
Kyle Shanahan as head coach 
after his team was eliminated 
by the New England Patriots in 
Super Bowl LI. With these posi-
tions and several other player 
personnel spots filled, the new 
front office of the 49ers was set. 
Lynch and Shanahan quickly 
made noise by immediately 
acquiring free agents, making 
trades, and bringing in a new 
and refreshing atmosphere to 
the team. None of their free 
agency acquisitions were big 
names, but as a 2-14 team last 
year, almost any addition could 
prove to be an upgrade. With 
lots of cap space, Lynch and 
Shanahan can afford to spend 
money on players and lock them 
up with long term deals.
Some of the more notable 
signings include former Wash-
ington Redskins’ wide receiver 
Pierre Garcon—now signed to 
a five-year, $47.5 million deal. 
The 49ers also signed former 
Baltimore Ravens’ fullback Kyle 
Juszczy through four years and 
former Super Bowl MVP Mal-
colm Smith through five years, 
with Smith ready to compete 
for a linebacker spot.  Other 
significant players that will 
be joining the team are kicker 
Robbie Gould, defensive tackle 
Earl Mitchell, and wide receiver 
Jeremy Kerley, whose play last 
year with the 49ers has earned 
him another spot near the top of 
the depth chart.  
With the team unlikely to 
resign Colin Kaepernick, Lynch 
has signed Brian Hoyer and 
Matt Barkley to compete for the 
starting quarterback job. Hoyer 
seems to be the likely candidate 
to start as signal caller for Week 
One, even if the club decides to 
draft a quarterback.
The San Francisco 49ers are 
still a struggling franchise. With 
many holes still left to fill and 
depth needed, even a season 
with more wins than losses may 
be a bit too optimistic. However, 
with the departure of the old 
front office and the inclusion 
of John Lynch and Kyle Shana-
han, the franchise and its fan 
base are seeing a positive trend 
that hasn’t been evident since 
the days of Jim Harbaugh. The 
draft will be another sign as to 
how much improvement the 
team can make for this upcom-
ing season.  
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
After a 6-1 victory over North-
ern Colorado last Sunday, the 
Gaels carried their momentum 
into a Tuesday matchup against 
Army, where they defeated the 
Black Knights 6-1.
In the doubles matches, Saint 
Mary’s fell to Army in two 6-2 
losses. The Saint Mary’s doubles 
duo of Damon Kesaris and Nash 
Vollenweider finished off their 
opponents with a 6-0 win, but 
Army won in the other two 
doubles matches over teams of 
Calvin Jordaan and Brian Lee, 
and Manuel De Luis Lamelas 
and Matthew Campana, to give 
the Black Knights the doubles 
point.  
However, the Gaels displayed 
pure domination in the singles 
matches Tuesday afternoon 
in Moraga with a sweep over 
the Black Knights. Damon Ke-
saris defeated Army’s Michael 
Nguyen 6-3, 6-2 on the first 
court,  while the Gaels’  own 
Nash Vollenweider triumphed 
over Sam Lampman 6-3, 7-5 on 
court No. 2. 
Senior Manuel De Luis Lame-
las went to 7-5 on his first set, 
but then cruised to a 6-0 sec-
ond-set victory. Jacob Lagman 
won in straight sets as well for 
Saint Mary’s. The junior Lag-
man won 6-1, 6-1 over Army’s 
Anant Mundra.
The Gaels’ Matthew Campana 
and Daniel Krutik took their 
matches to three sets ended up 
but defeating their opponents 
to complete the sweep for Saint 
Mary’s. Campana won 3-6, 6-4, 
(10-6) over Grant Riechmann, 
while Krutik finished 6-4, 5-7, 
(10-6) over Nikita Pereverzin 
on the fifth court. 
“Great win today,” said sec-
ond-year Saint Mary ’s Head 
Coach Greg Kennett. “After a 
slow start at number two and 
three doubles, the guys showed 
great heart to win all the singles. 
Very proud of them today.” 
With the conclusion of Tues-
day’s action, the Gaels, now 5-7 
overall, completed their final 
non-conference match of the 
season before conference play 
gets fully underway. That begins 
this week when the Gaels travel 
to Malibu on Friday to face the 
No. 53 Pepperdine Waves be-
fore staying down south to visit 
Loyola Marymount the next day. 
The following weekend, Saint 
Mary’s hosts their first two West 
Coast Conference opponents 
of the season, with Santa Clara 
coming to Moraga on Saturday 
and San Francisco paying a visit 
on Sunday.
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Saint Mary’s defeats VCU, falls to Arizona in NCAA Tournament
BY ALEX CROOK
STAFF WRITER
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
The game finally out of reach 
and the clock ticking closer and 
closer to zero, Jock Landale, 
Jordan Hunter, and Calvin Her-
manson took turns embracing 
Saint Mary’s senior Joe Rahon 
in the waning moments of the 
Gaels’60-69 second-round loss 
to Arizona last Saturday night. 
The loss to Arizona concluded 
a historically good season for 
the Gaels and served as the final 
chapter of two very memorable 
Saint Mary ’s careers in those 
of seniors Dane Pineau and Joe 
Rahon. Saturday’s culmination 
came on the heels of an impres-
sive first-round victory over 
VCU—an 85-77 affair that ended 
up being the final win in a record-
setting 29-5 Saint Mary’s season 
and the fifth NCAA Tournament 
victory in program history. 
“I couldn’t be more proud of 
our team,” reflected Head Coach 
Randy Bennett after the game. 
“These guys—Joe and Dane, 
our seniors—they’re awesome. 
Never had better leadership on a 
team. Never had a group of guys 
that’s been one through fifteen as 
squared away and have as good of 
attitudes as this group.”
After a strong start, a 22-12 run 
to begin the second-round game 
with second-seeded Arizona, 
Saint Mary’s allowed the Wild-
cats to claw themselves back into 
the fray. Arizona used a 17-8 run 
led by freshman big man Lauri 
Markkanen to cut a robust Saint 
Mary’s lead into a miniscule 30-
29 Gaels advantage. 
While both teams traded leads 
in the opening minutes of the 
second half, Arizona ended up 
gaining some separation with a 
7-0 run about 10 minutes into 
the half. 
Down 58-52 with just under 
four minutes to play, freshman 
Tanner Krebs drilled a three 
in the corner to pull the Gaels 
within three, but Markkanen re-
sponded quickly for the Wildcats 
by giving Arizona a three of their 
own to put his team up six again. 
Realistically, the Gaels’ last 
chance came once Calvin Her-
manson hit a three to cut Ari-
zona’s lead to 65-60 with just 
under two minutes to play. On 
Arizona’s next trip down, Ra-
hon intercepted an attempted 
handoff and shoveled a pass to 
Krebs on the ensuing fast-break. 
Krebs missed a three and newly 
inserted Gaels center Jordan 
Hunter seemed positioned to 
control the rebound, but an an in-
explicable foul called on Hunter 
gave Arizona possession, a trip 
to the free-throw line, and all 
but the victory gift-wrapped for 
the Wildcats. 
Jock Landale recorded his 
seventeenth and final double-
double of the season by scoring 19 
points and securing 11 rebounds, 
while Hermanson overcame a 
slow start to finish with 14 points 
for Saint Mary’s. Krebs had a sec-
ond consecutive 12-point game 
for Saint Mary’s, hitting three of 
five three-point attempts. 
In the end, Arizona’s balanced 
scoring attack, as well as their 
propensity for getting to the 
free-throw line, proved to be too 
much for Saint Mary’s on Satur-
day night. Four Wildcats finished 
in double-figures for Arizona, 
including Markkanen with 16 and 
sophomore Allonzo Trier with 14. 
“In the second half, it seemed 
like they were a little bit more ag-
gressive in attacking the paint,” 
said Hermanson
The Wildcats converted on 19 
of 23 free-throw attempts while 
limiting Saint Mary’s to just eight 
attempts total at the foul line. 
Saint Mary’s also had an unchar-
acteristically poor night shooting 
threes, converting just five of 21 
attempts for 24 percent. 
“A big part of our game is 
shooting the ball from three, and 
we didn’t shoot it well enough,” 
said Bennett. 
In their final games for Saint 
Mary’s, Rahon dished out eight 
assists, while Pineau put up five 
points and four rebounds before 
fouling out late in the second 
half. 
Two days prior,  the Gaels 
surged to a tournament-opening 
victory over VCU, led by the 18 
points and 13 rebounds of Jock 
Landale. Up 46-31 at the half and 
by as many as 17 during the game, 
Saint Mary’s lost almost their 
entire lead when VCU cut it to 
56-54 midway through the sec-
ond half. JeQuan Lewis helped 
storm the Rams back with his 
game-high 30 points, but Saint 
Mary’s would never actually sur-
render the lead they built in the 
first half. 
Minutes later, Joe Rahon beat 
the shot-clock buzzer to give 
Saint Mary’s a 63-56 lead, and 
Calvin Hermanson came alive 
for Saint Mary’s, scoring seven 
straight for the Gaels at one point 
and flushing a thunderous slam 
for the Gaels on their way to the 
victory. 
Hermanson, as well as Rahon, 
scored 16 apiece for Saint Mary’s, 
while Emmett Naar scored 13 
and distributed six assists in the 
Gaels’ highlight win in the 2017 
NCAA Tournament.
Saint Mary’s cruised into their 
conference tournament winners 
of 26 out of 29 regular season 
games and 16 of 18 conference 
games, good enough for pro-
gram records in both categories. 
The Gaels fell to Gonzaga—a 
recurring roadblock this season 
for Saint Mary’s—in the WCC 
championship game after blow-
ing out their first to opponents 
in the conference tournament. 
Gonzaga, ranked first nationally 
for much of the season, proved to 
be a constant thorn in the side of 
Saint Mary’s, who suffered three 
of their only five losses to the 
Bulldogs. 
With the departures of Joe 
Rahon, an integral ball-handling 
asset, and Dane Pineau, an in-
valuable, veteran sixth-man, the 
Gaels will head into next season 
with two noticeable spots to fill, 
but also a cadre of returning play-
ers from one of the best seasons 
in program history. 
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“Never had a group 
of guys that’s been 
one through fifteen 
as squared away 
and have as good of 
attitutes as this group.”
JOCK LANDALE throws down two of his 19 points in the Gaels’ loss to Pac-12 champion Arizona on Saturday. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
Baseball showcases impressive week against Big West Conference
JOE VRANESH hit two homeruns in the Saturday doubleheader. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
While the men’s basketball 
team was off making noise in 
Utah, Eric Valenzuela’s Gaels 
wrote their own headlines with 
an impressive showing against 
the Big West, fighting back for 
their second win over UC Davis 
this season before taking three of 
four from Cal State Northridge.
Eddie Haus went two for three 
in the comeback win over the 
Aggies, capped off by an RBI 
single in a four-run eighth inning 
that secured the 5-2 midweek 
win. Two-way freshman stand-
out Kevin Milam recorded his 
NCAA-best seventh save on the 
year after relieving for starting 
pitcher Johnny York and relief 
pitcher Conner Loeprich, who 
improved to 2-0 on the year. 
UC Davis struck first with a 
two-run third inning, but Saint 
Mary ’s (14-6) cut the lead in 
half three innings later before 
the eighth-inning offensive on-
slaught in the form of an RBI 
walk from Charles Zaloumis and 
two RBI singles. 
But the tables turned in Fri-
day ’s series opener with the 
Matadors when the Gaels con-
ceded three runs in the last two 
innings: a two-run home run in 
the eighth and a walk off single 
in the bottom of the ninth to give 
Northridge the 5-4 win. 
Had Northridge taken a great-
er advantage of their third in-
ning though, Friday’s loss might 
have been much longer than two 
hours and seventeen minutes. 
CSUN put five runners on base 
in the frame but stranded two 
of them and scored just one run 
on a Kevin Riley single to first. 
Saint Mary’s offense followed 
immediately with three runs on 
four hits in the fourth inning to 
take a 3-1 lead. 
Saint Mary’s whacked away at 
CSUN’s defense in the first game 
of Saturday’s double header for 
the 10-0 win, the Gaels’ largest 
margin of victory since last April 
when they beat Pacific 14-2 in 
Stockton. 
After Joey Fiske, who went 
3-for-5 in game one, lifted the 
second pitch of the game over the 
left field wall, the Gaels offense 
held pat until the seventh and 
eighth innings. Three stranded 
runners and one hit later, Saint 
Mary’s flipped the switch. 
The Gaels exploded for nine 
runs in the seventh and eighth 
innings combined—three of 
which came on seventh inning 
home runs from Joe Vranesh and 
Brett Rasso. 
Northridge got the memo that 
Saint Mary’s was in Southern 
California for business, but the 
Gaels grinded out the 4-3 win 
behind Vranesh’s tenth-inning 
home run, his third of both the 
series and season. 
Loeprich made his first career 
start in Sunday’s finale, going 
seven full innings with one run 
and four hits allowed. However, 
this time it was York relieving 
Loeprich after a strong outing 
even when the Lafayette native 
made it difficult for the Gaels 
to close out the 2-1 win. CSUN 
ended up stranding the tying run 
at third and winning run at first 
after Haus caught a line drive to 
put a lid on the series. 
RBIs from Zach Kirtley and 
Milam in the first and fourth 
inning respectively, on top of 
Zaloumis’ three for three day at 
the plate, were all the offense the 
Gaels needed. 
The Gaels now head home to 
begin conference play this week-
end with a three-game series 
against Portland. 
